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Renaissance is referred to as the period in the European history between the 14th and the 17th centuries. This era marked a move from the middle ages to modernity. Baroque period was the period in the western European between the 16th and the 1750 century. There is a great difference between the renaissance painting and the baroque painting. Before looking at the differences, let us look at the similarities between the two painting eras. Both of the paintings are from Europe and were drawn to display the reality of what was happening in Europe. Most of these paintings represent the topics of the bible. 
There exist differences between renaissance painting and the baroque painting. Many of the Renaissance paintings, the horizontal lines, and vertical lines are highly highlighted in the paintings. These paintings are in the shape of the pyramid, in that the lower part of the painting is much wider while the upper part is narrower thus making the shape of the pyramid (Bohn & Saslow, 2012). An example of a renaissance painting is the “Madonna of the Goldfinch” and the “Pieta”. Another way to differentiate the renaissance painting from the baroque painting is through the use of a vertical line that is in one way or another accompanied by the horizontal line. An example is a cross for crucifixion painting. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In baroque lines are usually less emphasized as compared to the Renaissance. The paintings mainly focus on adding drama. In these painting Era, the darkness of the painting in the background usually indicate a diagonal line (Bohn & Saslow, 2012).  In this era, there is a ‘V’ shape formed in the middle of the painting. An example of this painting is the “Madonna with child and St. John the Baptist”.  In baroque, the paintings form an invisible triangle. At the bottom of the painting, there is a semi-circle formed thus differentiating it from the Renaissance Era. In Renaissance, the backgrounds are usually more emphasized while in baroque, the background is usually considered as less important (Bohn & Saslow, 2012).
Art analysis 
I took an example of the lady with an Ermine to analyze it. 
[image: Lady with an Ermine by Leonardo da Vinci]
· Name of the painting- Lady with Ermine(portrait of Cecilia Gallerani)
· Name of the artist- Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)
· Painting Era- renaissance Era
From the painting, the lady was Cecilia Gallerani, who is 16 years old who is holding an armorial animal in her arms. The armorial animal belongs to Ludovico il Moro. Literally, she is holding the animal with her eyes fixed to a different direction off the camera and also a smile on her lips. The art contains a great symbolism in which the ermine is a traditional symbol of being pure. This, therefore, explains Cecilia’s purity (Niemelä & Örmä, 2016)
The painting was an oil painting which was done on the wood. Cecilia Gallerani was a mistress to Ludovica Sforza who was a married Duke from Milan. The painting shows there is a very strong desire for the couple to show their relationship to the public. The portrait could also indicate duke was willing to flatter since there was a transformation from small and dark to masculine and white. In conclusion, there were very many paintings done from one period to the next and each had a different interpretation and meaning.
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